
Harris Beach Energy Industry 
Team Expands in Response to 
New York’s Green Energy Future

Green energy is taking center stage in New York 
state, poised to quickly become one of the state’s 
most important industries with potential to create 
tens of thousands of jobs and eliminate reliance 
on fossil fuels.

As part of his 2021 State of the State Address, 
Governor Andrew Cuomo unveiled New York’s 
New Green Energy Economy, a plan that includes 
an aggressive set of investments and initiatives 
that he believes will make New York the leader of 
the renewable energy industry nationwide. 

The Harris Beach Energy Industry Team is tracking 
these developments closely and is set to play a 
pivotal role in helping public and private entities 
manage all aspects of energy-related project 
development. The team has expanded in response 
to the significant opportunities available statewide, 
adding four new attorneys in the last six months. 

Following are three initiatives we are closely tracking, 
as well as a spotlight on the attorneys prepared to 
help our clients capitalize on their promise. 
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BUILDING LARGE SCALE RENEWABLE PROJECTS
Governor Cuomo reiterated that the state has 
committed $26 billion to build nearly 100 renewable 
projects. Sixty-eight of these renewable energy 
projects have already received renewable energy 
credit (“REC”) awards, including 52 solar projects, 13 
onshore wind projects, and 3 offshore wind projects. 
Another 24 renewable energy projects, including 
a 20 megawatt (“MW”) solar project in Washington 
County, a 200 MW solar project in Orleans County, a 
250 MW solar project in Montgomery County, and a 
90 MW solar project in Franklin County were awarded 
REC contracts as part of the New York State Energy 
Research and Development Authority’s (“NYSERDA”) 
2020 solicitation.1 The 23 solar projects and 1 
hydroelectric project are expected to produce more 
than 2,200 MWs of clean energy, generate more than 
$2.9 billion in economic benefits, and create 3,400 
jobs in upstate communities. It is anticipated that 
development and approval of these projects will be 
accelerated by New York’s new siting process under 
Section 94-c of the Executive Law.

Governor Cuomo also mentioned that the state is further 
expanding its nation-leading offshore wind development 
program by contracting with Equinor Wind US LLC to 
develop two new offshore wind farms off the shore of 
Long Island (20 miles off Jones Beach and more than 60 
miles off Montauk Point). The additional wind farms are 
expected to provide nearly 2,500 MW of clean energy, 
$8.9 billion in economic benefits, and create 5,200 jobs.2 
According to Governor Cuomo, once the large-scale 
renewable and offshore wind development is complete, 
New York state will be ahead of schedule in reaching 
its goal to procure at least 70% of its electricity from 
renewable energy resources by 2030.

1A full list of the REC award winners is available on NYSERDA’s 
website at https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/
Clean-Energy-Standard/Renewable-Generators-and-Developers/
RES-Tier-One-Eligibility/Solicitations-for-Long-term-Contracts. 

2 The transmission line for the turbines off Jones Beach will 
connect at Ocean Side and the transmission line for the project 
off Montauk will travel 200 miles under the Long Island Sound 
to Astoria, Queens

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-Standard/Renewable-Generators-and-Developers/RES-Tier-One-Eligibility/Solicitations-for-Long-term-Contracts.
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-Standard/Renewable-Generators-and-Developers/RES-Tier-One-Eligibility/Solicitations-for-Long-term-Contracts.
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-Standard/Renewable-Generators-and-Developers/RES-Tier-One-Eligibility/Solicitations-for-Long-term-Contracts.
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ENHANCING TRANSMISSION AND 
ENERGY STORAGE CAPACITY
One of the major challenges for New York’s new green 
economy initiative is that a majority of the available 
real estate for renewables is in Upstate New York, while 
most of the consumer need is in New York City. To 
relieve congestion on the state’s electric grid, Governor 
Cuomo outlined the need for increased transmission 
capacity, a plan for a green transmission grid, and 
announced that NYSERDA’s new Tier 4 solicitation seeks 
bids for renewable generation projects, which could 
be paired with “New Transmission.”3 Although they are 
not specifically listed in the Tier 4 solicitation, Governor 
Cuomo mentioned the following three transmission 
projects that may be connected to renewable generation 
projects eligible for the Tier 4 solicitation:

·	 A line starting at the Northeast corner of the state 
and running downstate to New York City;

·	 Adding capacity from Massena through Marcy to 
Rock Tavern in Orange County, and then building 
a new line underground to carry the power to New 
York City; and

·	 A line from Leeds in Greene County to New York City.

To break New York’s current congestion, Governor Cuomo 
noted that New York has already started construction on 

the New York Power Authority’s (“NYPA”) 86-mile Smart 
Path project from Massena to Croghan and construction 
of additional key projects will soon begin in Western 
New York and the Mid-Hudson and Capital Regions. All 
together, the green energy superhighway is expected 
to encompass approximately 250 miles, including 20 
miles of transmission in Western New York to maximize 
the renewable energy output from Niagara Falls to 
Elma in Erie County, a 100-mile line from Marcy to New 
Scotland in Albany County (Segment A), and a 50-mile 
transmission line from Rensselaer County to Dutchess 
County (Segment B).

According to Governor Cuomo, the state’s transmission 
and renewable generation goals will be further 
enhanced by deployment of energy storage. NYPA has 
already begun construction of a 20 MW energy battery 
storage project in Franklin County, one of the largest 
storage projects in the state to date, and the state 
plans to continue expanding upon its existing 1,000 
MW energy storage portfolio in order to achieve the 
Public Service Commission’s 3,000 MW energy storage 
goal by 2030. 

3 The Request for Proposals (“RFP”), including key scheduling 
dates, is available on NYSERDA’s website at https://www.
nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-
Standard/Renewable-Generators-and-Developers/Tier-Four. 

NEW OFFICE OF RENEWABLE ENERGY SITING 
The new Office of Renewable Energy Siting exclusively 
reviews large-scale projects, and will provide further 
certainty for developers at the onset of a project. This 
dedicated office will apply a similar set of standards 
to all projects, streamlining review of applications and 
quickening the pace of project approvals. Harris Beach 

attorneys are knowledgeable about how to work with 
the new office because of their deep familiarity with 
the previous Article 10 approval office and processes. 
The new siting office also sits within the New York State 
Department of State, an entity that Harris Beach has 
represented numerous clients in front of in the past. 

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-Standard/Renewable-Generators-and-Developers/Tier-Four.
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-Standard/Renewable-Generators-and-Developers/Tier-Four.
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-Standard/Renewable-Generators-and-Developers/Tier-Four.


Sean Mix
(518) 701-2746
smix@harrisbeach.com

Works with clients on 
various regulatory matters 
concerning the maintenance 
and development of energy 
resources in New York, 
including renewable sources.

Javid Afzali
(518) 701-2775
jafzali@harrisbeach.com

Extensive portion of practice involves 
start-to-finish project development. 
He assists companies, developers, 
commercial property owners, individuals 
and municipalities across New York with 
permitting and litigation involving land use 
and zoning requirements, environmental 
and other regulatory approvals.
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EXPANDED HARRIS BEACH ENERGY INDUSTRY TEAM
The expanded Harris Beach Energy team advises clients on compliance with evolving state and 
federal energy laws, regulations, and agency policies; maximizing returns on energy investments; 
and securing funding for projects involving energy transmission and generation. 

Welcome our new team members 

Ivan Zajicek
(518) 701-2707
izajicek@harrisbeach.com

Has extensive experience in project 
development, environmental, land use 
and regulatory matters, particularly 
in the growing field of renewable 
energy. He has overseen due diligence 
on several large-scale solar and wind 
projects throughout New York and the 
northeast for both project owners and 
tax-equity investors.

Elizabeth O’Reilly 
(518) 701-2726
eoreilly@harrisbeach.com

A litigator with broad-based 
experience who advises 
energy and environmental 
clients on matters concerning 
the generation, transmission 
and delivery of energy 
resources in New York, 
including renewables such as 
wind and solar power. 



Michelle Piasecki 
(518) 701-2741
mpiasecki@harrisbeach.com
Recently elected partner represents 
renewable developers in all aspects 
of project development and siting. 
Also counsels clients through the 
interconnection process with local 
distribution utilities and the New York 
Independent System Operator (NYISO).

Aubrey Ohanian 
(518) 701-2720
aohanian@harrisbeach.com
Advises clients on regulatory matters 
before the NYS PSC, including Article 
VII proceedings to site transmission 
infrastructure and Public Service Law 
Section 68 proceedings to secure 
permission to construct regulated assets 
and exercise franchise agreements. Also 
represents gas and electric corporations 
seeking to transfer or lease regulated 
assets and utilities in rate case proceedings.

Gene Kelly 
(518) 701-2740
gkelly@HarrisBeach.com
Extensive background in environmental 
regulatory policy and litigation, including 
21 years of public service, during which 
he formed professional relationships 
with leaders and policymakers in state 
government. Former regional director of 
Region 4 (Capital District/Northern Catskills) 
of the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation.

Michael Nozzolio 
(585) 419-8648
mnozzolio@harrisbeach.com
Served as an elected representative for 
over three decades, in both the New 
York State Senate and State Assembly.  
Uses that government knowledge to 
advance client initiatives that provide 
new jobs, financial benefits, priority 
infrastructure improvements and new 
economic development opportunities for 
the community.
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William Flynn
(518) 701-2711
wflynn@harrisbeach.com
Leader of the Harris Beach Energy 
Industry Team. Former Chairman of 
the New York State Public Service 
Commission (NYS PSC) and Former 
President of the New York State Energy 
Research and Development Authority 
(NYSERDA).

Tom Garry
(516) 880-8489
tgarry@harrisbeach.com
Served as New York state counsel for 
Vice President Joe Biden’s Presidential 
campaign. Co-counsel to Sunrise 
Wind/South Fork Wind and NextEra 
Energy on regulatory and legal issues 
related to the New York State Energy 
and Research Development Authority 
and the potential development and 
siting of off shore wind projects. 
Serves as an attorney leader on 
economic development and public 
finance projects involving all phases 
of a commercial and residential 
development from site plan applications 
to final approvals.

John McManus
(518) 701-2734
jmcmanus@harrisbeach.com
Represents clients on a variety of legal 
and regulatory issues before the NYS 
PSC. Actively representing two clients 
with pending applications at the PSC to 
construct, operate, and maintain major 
electric transmission facilities pursuant 
to Article VII of the Public Service Law. 
Recently successfully represented a New 
York electric generation facility with an 
upstream ownership transfer. Regularly 
represent almost two dozen individual 
energy services companies (ESCOs) on 
regulatory issues affecting the retail 
gas and electric markets at the PSC and 
dozens of owners/developers seeking 
PSC approval to submeter electricity in 
multi-family residential buildings.

For more information, to meet the full Harris Beach Industry Team and to stay up-to-date  
on the New York state initiatives detailed above visit www.harrisbeach.com/energy. 

Contact core team members for support on your energy development project

http://www.harrisbeach.com/energy
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Harris Beach and its subsidiaries provide a full range of legal and professional services for clients across New York state, 
as well as nationally and internationally. Harris Beach is among the country’s top law firms as ranked by The National 
Law Journal and is among the BTI Elite law firms based on in-depth interviews of more than 600 corporate counsel at the 
world’s largest and most influential companies. Our clients include Fortune 100 corporations, privately-held companies, 
emerging businesses, public sector entities, not-for-profit organizations and individuals. Principal industries we represent 
include education, energy, financial, food and beverage, health care, insurance, manufacturing, medical and life sciences, 
real estate developers, and state and local governments and authorities.

Offices throughout New York:

ALBANY
677 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12207 
518-427-9700

BUFFALO
726 Exchange Street 
Buffalo, NY 14210 
716-200-5050

ITHACA
119 East Seneca Street 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
607-273-6444

LONG ISLAND 
333 Earle Ovington Boulevard 
Uniondale, NY 11553 
516-880-8484 

NEW YORK CITY
100 Wall Street 
New York, NY 10005 
212-687-0100

ROCHESTER
99 Garnsey Road 
Pittsford, NY 14534 
585-419-8800

SARATOGA SPRINGS
513 Broadway 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
518-587-0551

SYRACUSE
 333 West Washington Street  
Syracuse, NY 13202 
315-423-7100

WHITE PLAINS
445 Hamilton Avenue 
White Plains, NY 10601 
914-683-1200

Offices also in:

NEW HAVEN, CT
195 Church Street 
New Haven, CT 06510 
203-784-3159

 NEWARK, NJ
One Gateway Center 
Newark, NJ 07102 
973-848-1244

INDUSTRY TEAMS
Automotive and Vehicle Dealerships
Cannabis
Construction and Surety 
Educational Institutions Higher Ed
Educational Institutions K-12
EMS and Fire Protection Providers
Energy
Financial Institutions and Capital Markets 
Food and Beverage
Health Care
Industrial and Consumer Manufacturing
Medical and Life Sciences
Municipalities and Local Agencies
Nanotechnology
Photonics 
Racing and Gaming
Real Estate Developers 
Science and Technology
Telecommunications and Media
Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
USA Collegiate Sports
Veterinary Medicine

PRACTICES
Alternative Dispute Resolution
Appellate
Business and Commercial Litigation 
Collection Law
Commercial Real Estate 

Corporate 
Cybersecurity Protection and Response 
Diversity Compliance
E-Discovery (e-infoSM)
Employee Benefits
Employment Litigation
Environmental Law
Financial Restructuring, Bankruptcy  

and Creditors’ Rights 
Government Compliance and Investigations
Health Law
Immigration Law
Insurance Coverage
Intellectual Property Law 
International Trade Law
Internet Law
Labor and Employment Law 
Mass Torts and Industry-Wide Litigation
New Markets Tax Credit
Patent, Trademark and Copyright Law
Product Liability and Comprehensive  

General Liability
Public Finance and Economic Development
Real Property Valuation Litigation 
Residential Real Estate 
Sports Law
Tax Law
White Collar Crime
Wills, Trusts and Estates

CONSULTING SERVICES (non-legal)
HB Solutions LLC
Collegiate Sports Compliance
Data Privacy and Cybersecurity
Economic Development and Public Affairs
Educational Institution Assistance
EMRG® (E-Discovery Management  

Resources Group)
Energy
Health and Human Services
Human Resources
Information Technology
Marketing and Communication Services
Municipal and Local Agency Assistance

HB Cornerstone LLC
Owner Representation
Design Services
Facilities Consulting
Move Management

Caetra.io
CyMetric (Cybersecurity Regulation  

Compliance Software)
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